
AP EUROPEAN HISTORY/SPENCER  ASSIGNMENT SHEET – UNIT 8 
 

Modernity, Anxiety and Conflict: 1894-1919 
 

Date Class Topics Assignments Due 

3/3 
Friday 
D 

 Intellectual and Cultural 
Developments of the early 20th 
century: Fin de siecle ennui 

 Reimagining Science 

 The Unconscious and the Irrational 

 Social Darwinism 

 Religion and Modernity 
 Modernism and the Arts 

 Read text pp. 731-742.  

 Primary Source: Read NYTimes 1913 article on the 
Rite of Spring and Marinetti's The Futurist 
Manifesto.  (below) 
 
 
 

3/6 
Monday 
A (Minimum Day) 

 WS Can you Name that Age - Part A 
ONLY due at the end of class. 

 

 Read pp. 742-752 New Directions in Politics.  

 Read handout from Paris Review 2013 Article 
about the Rite of Spring, 100 years later. 

3/7 
Tuesday 
B 

 New Directions and New 
Uncertainties in Politics: Women’s 
Movement, Zionism, 
Transformation of Liberalism 

 Primary Source: Read excerpt from Emmeline 
Pankhurst's Why We Are Militant (below) 

3/9 
Thursday 
D 

 The New Imperialism 

 International Rivalry and the 
Coming of War 

 Read pp. 752-765.  

 Prinary Source: Read Kipling's White Man's 
Burden. 

3/10 
Friday 
A 

 Podcast: WNYC 1913 
CultureShock! Includes video tour of 
MOMA's 1913 pieces. 

 Riot at the Rite clips 

 Finish all reading for unit 

 Look at the 1913 Armory Show images (below) 
 

3/13 
Monday  
B 

 Unit Quiz – 10 minutes  Study for quiz 

3/15 
Wednesday 
D 

 The Path to WWI – Broad Causes, 
part 1 

 International Rivalry and the 
Coming of War 

 Read pp. 752-765 (end of Chapter 24) 

 Primary Source: By-Laws of the Black Hand: 
Unification or Death (below) 

 

3/16 
Thursday 
A 

 Imperialism Crisis  

 The Path to WWI – Broad Causes, 
part 2 

 MAIN causes for WWI 

  

 Read pp. 768-776 Road to WWI; Illusions and 
Stalemate 1914-1915. 

 Primary Source: The Greatness of War (1897) 
Heinrich von Treitschke (below) 

 

3/17 
Friday 
B 

 War Craze 

 Illusions and Stalemate  

 The Great Slaughter 

 Trench Warfare  

 Read pp. 777-788 The Great Slaughter; The 
Homefront.  

 Primary Source: Read poems of John McCrae 
and Siegfried Sassoon (below) 

3/21 
Tuesday 
D 

 Widening of the War 

 The Band Played Waltzing Matilda 

 Efforts on the Homefront 

 Read pp. 789-801 The Russian Revolution; the 
Peace Settlement at Versailles. 

 

3/22 
Wednesday 
A 

 Ending the War and the Treaty of 
Versailles  

 The Russian Revolution 

 Primary Source Reading: The Treaty of 
Versailles excerpts, Trotsky’s preface to the 
publication of the “Secret Treaties” between 
“Democratic Nations” and Lenin’s April Theses 
excerpts; WWI Propaganda Posters (below) 

3/23 
Thursday 
B 

 Unit Test: WWI  Study for test! 

http://www.english.upenn.edu/~jenglish/English104/marinetti.html
http://www.english.upenn.edu/~jenglish/English104/marinetti.html
http://www.northernhighlands.org/cms/lib5/NJ01000179/Centricity/Domain/58/1848to1914namethatage.pdf
http://www.northernhighlands.org/cms/lib5/NJ01000179/Centricity/Domain/58/pankhurst_primary_source.pdf
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/kipling.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/kipling.asp
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/fishko/blogs/culture-shock-1913/
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/fishko/blogs/culture-shock-1913/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qq8A_8gUc3Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qq8A_8gUc3Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRcg_t2oJkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WG48Ftsr3OI
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Pankhurst Family 

Social Darwinism 

Fin de siècle ennui 

“New” physics 

The Curies 

Max Planck 

Quantum Physics 

Einstein (space and time redefined) 

Nietzsche 

“God is Dead” 

Superman (Übermensch) 

Henri Bergson 

Georges Sorel 

Syndicalism 

Freud 

Psychoanalysis (role of unconscious) 

Interpretation of Dreams (1900) 

Herbert Spencer’s Social Statics (1896) 

“survival of the fittest” 

Von Bernardi 

Nationalist Association of Italy 

Houston Stewart Chamberlain 

Foundations of the Nineteenth Century 

Volk/Volkists 

Ernst Renan’s Life of Jesus  

Modernism 

Pope Pius IX’s Syllabus of Errors 

Pope Leo XIII de Rerum Novarum 

Pope Pius X Oath Against Modernism 

William Booth’s Salvation Army 

Naturalism (Zola, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky,  

Reymont) 

Symbolism (Yeats) 

Impressionism (Pissarro, Monet, Morisot) 

Post-Impressionism (Cezanne, van Gogh) 

Expressionism (Munch, Chagall) 

Kodak camera 1888 

Cubism (Picasso) 

Abstract Expressionism (Kandinsky) 

Futurism (Boccione, Balla) 

Grieg 

Debussy 

Stravinsky 

Diaghilev’s Ballet Russes 

Amalie Sieveking 

Florence Nightengale (Flo-No) 

Clara Barton 

Millicent Fawcett 

Emily Davison 

Bertha von Suttner’s Lay Down Your Arms  

“New Woman” 

Maria Montessori 

Ibsen’s A Doll’s House 

Zionist Movement 

Herzl’s The Jewish State 

Palestine 

Fabian Socialists 

David Lloyd George 

National Insurance Act 1911 

Giovanni Giolitti 

Libya 

Dreyfus Affair 

Zola’s J’Accuse 

Dreyfusards/Anti-Dreyfusards 

Anti-Semitic League of France 

Wilhelm II 

SDP troubles 

Pan-German League 

Francis Joseph of Austria 

Count Istva`n Tisza  PM of Hungary 

Magyarization 

Tsar Nicholas II 

Russo-Japanese War 

Revolution of 1905 

General Strike 10/1905 

New Imperialism 

“White Man’s Burden” 

Afrikaners 

Great Trek 

Cecil Rhodes 

“Cape to Cairo” 

Boer War 

Union of South Africa 

Leopold II of Belgium 

James Cook 

Boxer Rebellion 

Society of Harmonious Fists  

Sun Yat-sen 

Republic of China  

Mutsuhito 

Meiji Era 

Triple Alliance 

Triple Entente 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Balkan Wars 

Serbia 

London Conference 

KNOW MAJOR IMPERIAL 

HOLDINGS – Africa, Asia especially!!! 

Brinkmanship 

Reinsurance Treaty 

Weltpolitik 

“A Place in the Sun” 

Agadir Crisis 

Pan-Slavism 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

Serbia 

Balkans 

Gavrillo Princip 

Black Hand Society 

Bethmann-Hollweg 

“Blank check” 

Russian mobilization 

Schlieffen Plan 

Belgium 

2-Front War 

War Craze 

Marne River 

General Joseph Joffre 

Tannenberg 

Masurian Lakes 

Trench warfare 

“no man’s land” 

Battle of Verdun (1916) 

Battle of the Somme (1916) 

“live and let live” 

Central Powers 

Allied Powers 

Third Front?Gallipoli 

Lawrence of Arabia 

Battle of Jutland 

Lusitania 

Walter Rathenau 

Hindenburg 

Ludendorff 

“Total War” 

David Lloyd George 

Clemenceau 

Easter Sunday 4/24/16 – Ireland 

DORA 

Trade Unions 

Women’s Roles 

General Ferdinand Foch 

Second Battle of the Marne 

Spartacist Uprising 

Friedrich Ebert   

11/11/1918 

“Eternal Peace” 

Russian “secret treaties” 

Fourteen Points 

Woodrow Wilson 

Treaty of Versailles 

Rhineland 

Alsace-Lorraine 

Article 231 

Revolution of 1905 

Tsar Nicholas II 

Tsarina Alexandra 

Rasputin 

St. Petersburg/Petrograd 

March Revolution 1917 

3/8/1917 Women’s March 

3/10/1917 Worker’s Strike  

Provisional Government 

Soviets 

Mensheviks 

Bolsheviks 

Lenin 

 “April Theses” 

“Peace, Land, Bread” 

 “All Power to the Soviets” 

Army Order No. 1 

Alexander Kerensky 

General Kornilov 

Leon Trotsky 

Constituent Assembly 

3/3/1918 Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 

“War Communism” 

“Red Terror”  

Cheka 
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Stravinsky and Diaghilev’s Rite of Spring Premiere, Paris 1913: The World Reacts 
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The Joy of Mechanical Force, F. T. Marinetti, 1909 
("The Foundation of Futurism" ["Manifesto of Futurism," 1909], translated from the French by Eugen Weber, reprinted by 
permission of Dodd, Mead and Company from Paths to the Present by Eugen Weber. Copyright 1960 by Dodd, Mead and 
Company, Inc.) 

We have been up all night, my friends and I, beneath mosque lamps whose copper domes, as open-worked as our souls, yet 

had electric hearts. And while we trod our native sloth into opulent Persian carpets, we carried our discussion to the farthest 

limits of logic and covered sheets of paper with insane scrawls. 

A vast pride swelled in our breasts, to feel ourselves standing alone, like lighthouses or advanced guards, facing the army of 

enemy stars that camp in heavenly bivouacs. Alone with the greasers in the infernal engine-rooms of great ships, alone with 

the dark phantoms that rummage in the red bellies of bewitched locomotives, alone with the drunks fluttering, battering their 

wings against the walls! 

And unexpectedly, like festive villages that the Po in flood suddenly unsettles and uproots to sweep them off, over the falls 

and eddies of a deluge, to the sea, we were disturbed by the rumbling of enormous double-decker trams, passing in fits and 

starts, streaked with lights. 

Then the silence got worse. As we listened to the exhausted prayer of the old canal and heard the grating bones of palaces 

moribund in their greenery whiskers, all of a sudden hungry cars roared beneath our windows. 

"Come," I said, "my friends! Let us go! At last Mythology and the mystic Ideal have been surpassed. We shall witness the 

birth of the Centaur and, soon, we'll see the first Angels fly! We must shake the gates of life to test the hinges and the locks! 

... Let us go! This is truly the first sun that dawns above the earth! Nothing equals the splendor of our red sword battling for 

the first time in the millennial gloom." 

We approached the three snuffling machines to stroke their breasts. I stretched out on mine like a corpse in my coffin, but 

suddenly awoke beneath the steering wheel -- blade of a guillotine -- that threatened my stomach. 

The great broom of folly tore us from ourselves and swept us through the streets, precipitous and profound like dry torrent 

beds. Here and there, unhappy lamps in windows taught us to despise our mathematical eyes. "The scent," I cried, "the scent 

suffices for wild beasts!" 

And we pursued, alike to young lions, Death of the dark fur spotted with pale crosses that slipped ahead of us in the vast 

mauve sky, palpable and alive. 

And yet we had no ideal Mistress high as the clouds, no cruel Queen to whom to offer our corpses twisted into Byzantine 

rings! Nothing to die for besides the desire to rid ourselves of our too weighty courage! 

We went on, crushing the watchdogs on the thresholds of houses, leaving them flattened under our tires like a collar under 

the iron. Cajoling Death preceded me on every curve, offering her pretty paw and, by turns, lying flat with a jarring clamp of 

jaws to throw me velvety looks from the depths of puddles. 

"Let us abandon Wisdom like a hideous vein-stone and enter like pride-spiced fruit into the vast maw of the wind! Let us give 

ourselves to the Unknown to eat, not for despair, but simply to enrich the unplumbable wells of Absurdity!" 

As I spoke these words, I veered suddenly upon myself with the drunken folly of poodles chasing their own tail and there, at 

once, were two disapproving cyclists, reeling before me like two persuasive and yet contradictory arguments. Their inane 

undulations scanned over my ground.... What a bore! Phooey!... I cup off sharply and, in disgust, I pitched -- bang! -- into a 

ditch.... 

Ah! motherly ditch, half full of muddy water! Factory ditch! I tasted by mouthfuls your bracing slime that recalls the saintly 

black breast of my Sudanese nurse! 
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As I rose, a shiny, stinking gadabout, I felt the red-hot iron of joy deliciously pierce my heart. 

A crowd of fishermen and gouty naturalists had gathered in terror around the prodigy. Patient and meddlesome, they raised 

high above great iron casting nets to fish out my car that lay like a great mired shark. It emerged slowly, leaving behind in the 

ditch like scales, its heavy body of common sense, and its padding of comfort. 

They thought my good shark dead, but I awoke it with a single caress on its all-powerful rump and there it was, revived, 

running full speech ahead upon its fins. 

Then, face hidden by the good factory slime, covered by metal dross, by useless sweat and heavenly soot, carrying out 

crushed arms in a sling, amid the plaints of prudent fishermen and distressed naturalists, we dictated our first wills to all the 

living men on earth: 

FUTURISTIC MANIFESTO 

1. We want to sing the love of danger, the habit of danger and of temerity. 

2. The essential elements of our poetry will be courage, daring, and revolt. 

3. Literature having up to now magnified thoughtful immobility, ecstasy, and sleep, we want to exalt the aggressive gesture, 

the feverish insomnia, the athletic step, the perilous leap, the box on the ear, and the fisticuff. 

4. We declare that the world's wonder has been enriched by a fresh beauty: the beauty of speed. A racing car with its trunk 

adorned by great exhaust pipes like snakes with an explosive breath ... a roaring car that seems to be driving under shrapnel, 

is more beautiful than the Victory of Samothrace. 

5. We want to sing the man who holds the steering wheel, whose ideal stem pierces the Earth, itself launched on the circuit of 

its orbit. 

6. The poet must expend himself with warmth, refulgence, and prodigality, to increase the enthusiastic fervor of the 

primordial elements. 

7. There is no more beauty except in struggle. No masterpiece without an aggressive character. Poetry must be a violent 

attack against the unknown forces, summoning them to lie down before man. 

8. We stand on the far promontory of centuries!... What is the use of looking behind us, since our task is to smash the 

mysterious portals of the impossible? Time and Space died yesterday. We live already in the absolute, since we have already 

created the eternal omnipresent speed. 

9. We want to glorify war -- the only hygiene of the world -- 

militarism, patriotism, the anarchist's destructive gesture, the fine Ideas that kill, and the scorn of woman. 

10. We want to demolish museums, libraries, fight against moralism, feminism, and all opportunistic and utilitarian 

cowardices. 

11. We shall sing the great crowds tossed about by work, by pleasure, or revolt; the many-colored and polyphonic surf of 

revolutions in modern capitals; the nocturnal vibration of the arsenals and the yards under their violent electrical moons; the 

gluttonous railway stations swallowing smoky serpents; the factories hung from the clouds by the ribbons of their smoke; the 

bridges leaping like athletes hurled over the diabolical cutlery of sunny rivers; the adventurous steamers that sniff the 

horizon; the broad-chested locomotives, prancing on the rails like great steel horses curbed by long pipes, and the gliding 

flight of airplanes whose propellers snap like a flag in the wind, like the applause of an enthusiastic crowd. 
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It is in Italy that we launch this manifesto of tumbling and incendiary violence, this manifesto through which today we set 

up Futurism, because we want to deliver Italy from its gangrene of professors, of archaeologists, of guides, and of 

antiquarians. 

Italy has been too long a great secondhand brokers' market. We want to rid it of the innumerable museums that cover it with 

innumerable cemeteries. 

Museums, cemeteries!... Truly identical in the sinister jostling of bodies that do not know each other. Great public 

dormitories where one sleeps forever side by side with beings hated or unknown. Reciprocal ferocity of painters and of 

sculptors killing each other with line and color in the same gallery. 

They can be visited once a year as the dead are visited once a year.... We can accept that much! We can even conceive that 

flowers may once a year be left for la Gioconda! . . . But we cannot admit that our sorrows, our fragile courage, our anxiety 

may be taken through there every day!... Do you want to be poisoned? Do you want to rot? 

What can one find in an old painting beside the embarrassing contortions of the artist trying to break the barriers that are 

impassable to his desire to wholly express his dream? 

To admire an old painting is to pour our sensitiveness into a funeral urn, instead of throwing it forward by violent casts of 

creation and action. Do you mean thus to waste the best of you in a useless admiration of the past that must necessarily leave 

you exhausted, lessened, trampled? 

As a matter of fact the daily frequentation of museums, of libraries and of academies (those cemeteries of wasted efforts, 

those calvaries of crucified dreams, those catalogues of broken impulses!...) is for the artist what the prolonged tutelage of 

parents is for intelligent young men, drunk with their talent and their ambitious will. 

For the dying, the invalid, the prisoner, it will do. Since the future is forbidden them, there may be a salve for their wounds in 

the wonderful past.... But we want nothing of it -- we the young, the strong, the living Futurists! 

Let the good incendiaries come with their carbonized fingers!... Here they are! Here they are!... Set the library stacks on fire! 

Turn the canals in their course to flood the museum vaults!... There go the glorious canvases, floating adrift! Take up the 

picks and the hammers! Undermine the foundations of the venerable cities! 

The oldest among us are not yet thirty; this means that we have at least ten years to carry out our task. When we are forty, let 

those younger and more valiant than we kindly throw us into the waste basket like useless manuscripts!... They will come 

after us from afar, from everywhere, prancing on the light rhythm of their first poems, clawing the air with their crooked 

fingers, sniffing at academy gates the good scent of our rotting intellects already intended for the catacombs of libraries. 

But we shall not be there. They will find us at last, on some winter night, out in the country, under a sad hangar on which the 

monotonous rain strums, crouching by our trembling planes, warming our hands over the miserable fire of our books of today 

gaily blazing under the scintillating flight of their images. 

They will gather in a mob around us, panting with anguish and spite, and all exasperated by our untiring courage will bound 

forward to kill us with the more hatred for the love and admiration in their hearts. And Injustice, strong and wholesome, will 

glitter radiantly in their eyes. For art can be nothing but violence, cruelty and injustice. 

The oldest among us are not yet thirty and yet we have already squandered great treasures, treasures of energy, of love, of 

courage and eager will, hastily, deliriously, countlessly, breathlessly, with both hands. 

Look at us! We are not out of breath.... Our heart is not in the least tired! For it feeds on fire, on hatred, on speed!... You find 

it surprising? That is because you do not even remember having lived! -- Up on the crest of the world, once more we hurl our 

challenge to the stars! 
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Your objections? Enough! Enough! I know them! Fair enough! We know well enough what our fine, false intelligence 

asserts. -- We are only, it says, the summary and the extension of our forebears. -- Perhaps! Let it be so!... What does it 

matter?... But we don't want to listen! Beware of repeating these infamous words! Rather, look up! 

Up on the crest of the world, once more we hurl our challenge to the stars! 

"Why We Are Militant," Emmeline Pankhurst (1913) 
 
Background 

Beginning in the late nineteenth century, women in Great Britain began to call for female suffrage. Despite 

massive, peaceful protests and petitions, the Women's Movement in England failed to gain the support of the 

political establishment. As a result, suffrage advocate Emmeline Pankhurst (1858-1928) organized the Women's 

Social and Political Union in 1903. This new organization used hunger strikes, violence, and attacks on private 

property to publicize the cause of female suffrage. The document below is the text of a speech that Pankhurst gave 

in New York in 1913 in defense of her organization's approach. 
 
Questions for Consideration 

 

 According to Pankhurst, why did men get the vote? Why had women been to that point unsuccessful in gaining 

the franchise? 

 In Pankhurst's view, what event revitalized the suffrage movement? Why? 

 How does Pankhurst justify the use of violence and law breaking to achieve suffrage? Do you agree? 

 What other groups have pursued Pankhurst's tactics? 

 

I know that in your minds there are questions like these; you are saying, 'Woman Suffrage is sure to come; the 

emancipation of humanity is an evolutionary process, and how is it that some women, instead of trusting to that 

evolution, instead of educating the masses of people of their country, instead of educating their own sex to prepare 

them for citizenship, how is it that these militant women are using violence and upsetting the business 

arrangements of the country in their undue impatience to attain their end?' 

 

Let me try to explain to you the situation. 

 

Although we have a so-called democracy, and so called representative government there, England is the most 

conservative country on earth. Why, your forefathers found that out a great many years ago' If you had passed your 

life in England as I have, you would know that there are certain words which certainly, during the last two 

generations, certainly till about ten years ago, aroused a feeling of horror and fear in the minds of the mass of the 

people. The word revolution, for instance, was identified in England with all kind of horrible ideas. The idea of 

change, the idea of unsettling the established order of things was repugnant. 

 

The extensions of the franchise to the men of my country have been preceded by very great violence, by something 

like a revolution, by something like civil war, In 1832, you know we were on the edge of a civil war and on the 

edge of revolution, and it was at the point of the sword -no, not at the point of the sword-it was after the practice of 

arson on so large a scale that half the city of Bristol was burned down in a single night, it was because more and 

greater violence and arson were feared that the Reform Bill of 1832 was allowed to pass into law. In 1867, John 

Bright urged the people of London to crowd the approaches to the Houses of Parliament in order to show their 

determination, and he said that if they did that no Parliament, however obdurate, could resist their just demands. 

Rioting went on all over the country, and as the result of that rioting, as the result of that unrest, which resulted in 

the pulling down of the Hyde Park railings, as a result of the fear of more rioting and violence the Reform Act of 

1867 was put upon the statute books. 

 

In 1884 came the turn of the agricultural labourer. Joseph Chamberlain, who afterwards became a very 

conservative person, threatened that, unless the vote was given to the agricultural labourer, he would march 
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100,000 men from Birmingham to know the reason why. Rioting was threatened and feared, and so the agricultural 

labourers got the vote. 

 

Meanwhile, during the '80's, women, like men, were asking for the franchise. Appeals, larger and more numerous 

than for any other reform, were presented in support of Woman's Suffrage. Meetings of the great corporations, 

great town councils, and city councils, passed resolutions asking that women should have the vote. More meetings 

were held, and larger, for Woman Suffrage than were held for votes for men, and yet the women did not get it. 

Men got the vote because they were and would be violent. The women did not get it because they were 

constitutional and law-abiding. Why, is it not evident to everyone that people who are patient where mis-

government is concerned may go on being patient! Why should anyone trouble to help them? I take to myself some 

shame that through all those years, at any rate from the early '80's, when I first came into the Suffrage movement, I 

did not learn my political lessons. 

 

I believed, as many women still in England believe, that women could get their way in some mysterious manner, 

by purely peaceful methods. We have been so accustomed, we women, to accept one standard for men and another 

standard for women, that we have even applied that variation of standard to the injury of our political welfare. 

 

Having had better opportunities of education, and having had some training in politics, having in political life 

come so near to the 'superior' being as to see that he was not altogether such a fount of wisdom as they had 

supposed, that he had his human weaknesses as we had, the twentieth century women began to say to themselves. 

'Is it not time, since our methods have failed and the men's have succeeded, that we should take a leaf out of their 

political book?' 

 

We were led to that conclusion, we older women, by the advice of the young-you know there is a French proverb 

which says, 'If youth knew; if age could,' but I think that when you can bring together youth and age, as we have 

done, and get them to adopt the same methods and take the same point of view, then you are on the high road to 

success. 

 

Well, we in Great Britain, on the eve of the General Election of 1905, a mere handful of uswhy, you could almost 

count us on the fingers of both hands-set out on the wonderful adventure of forcing the strongest Government of 

modern times to give the women the vote. Only a few in number; we were not strong in influence, and we had 

hardly any money, and yet we quite gaily made our little banners with the words 'Votes for Women' upon them, 

and we set out to win the enfranchisement of the women of our country. 

 

The Suffrage movement was almost dead. The women had lost heart. You could not get a Suffrage meeting that 

was attended by members of the general public. We used to have about 24 adherents in the front row. We carried 

our resolutions and heard no more about them. 

 

Two women changed that in a twinkling of an eye at a great Liberal demonstration in Manchester, where a Liberal 

leader, Sir Edward Grey, was explaining the programme to be carried out during the Liberals' next turn of office. 

The two women put the fateful question, 'When are you going to give votes to women?' and refused to sit down 

until they had been answered. These two women were sent to gaol, and from that day to this the women's 

movement, both militant and constitutional, has never looked back. We had little more than one moribund society 

for Woman Suffrage in those days. Now we have nearly 50 societies for Woman Suffrage, and they are large in 

membership, they are rich in money, and their ranks are swelling every day that passes. That is how militancy has 

put back the dock of Woman Suffrage in Great Britain. 

 

Now, some of you have said how wicked it is (the immigration commissioners told me that on Saturday 

afternoon), how wicked it is to attack the property of private individuals who have done us no harm. Well, you 

know there is a proverb which says that you cannot make omelettes without breaking eggs. I wish we could. 
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I want to say here and now that the only justification for violence, the only justification for damage to property, the 

only justification for risk to the comfort of other human beings is the fact that you have tried all other available 

means and have failed to secure justice, and as a law-abiding person-and I am by nature a law-abiding person, as 

one hating violence, hating disorder-I want to say that from the moment we began our militant agitation to this day 

I have felt absolutely guiltless in this matter. 

 

I tell you that in Great Britain there is no other way. We can show intolerable grievances. The Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, Mr Lloyd George, who is no friend of the woman's movement, although a professed one, said a very 

true thing when speaking of the grievances of his own country, of Wales. He said that there comes a time in the life 

of human beings suffering from intolerable grievances when the only way to maintain their self respect is to revolt 

against that injustice. 

 

Well, I say the time is long past when it became necessary for women to revolt in order to maintain their self 

respect in Great Britain. The women who are waging this war are women who would fight, if it were only for the 

idea of liberty -if it were only that they might be free citizens of a free country-I myself would fight for that idea 

alone. But we have, in addition to this love of freedom, intolerable grievances to redress. 

 

All my life I have tried to understand why it is that men who value their citizenship as their dearest possession 

seem to think citizenship ridiculous when it is to be applied to the women of their race. And I find an explanation, 

and it is the only one I can think of. It came to me when I was in a prison cell, remembering how I had seen men 

laugh at the idea of women going to prison. Why they would confess they could not bear a cell door to be shut 

upon themselves for a single hour without asking to be let out. A thought came to me in my prison cell, and it was 

this: that to men women are not human beings like themselves. Some men think we are superhuman; they put us on 

pedestals; they revere us; they think we are too fine and too delicate to come down into the hurly-burly of life. 

Other men think us sub-human; they think we are a strange species unfortunately having to exist for the 

perpetuation of the race. They think that we are fit for drudgery, but that in some strange way our minds are not 

like theirs, our love for great things is not like theirs, and so we are sort of sub-human species. 

 

We are neither superhuman nor are we subhuman. We are just human beings like yourselves. 

 

When we were patient, when we believed in argument and persuasion, they said, 'You don't really want it because, 

if you did, you would do something unmistakable to show you were determined to have it.' And then when we did 

something unmistakable they said, 'You are behaving so badly that you show you are not fit for it.' 

 

Now, gentlemen, in your heart of hearts you do not believe that. You know perfectly well that there never was a 

thing worth having that was not worth fighting for. You know perfectly well that if the situation were reversed, if 

you had no constitutional rights and we had all of them, if you had the duty of paying and obeying and trying to 

look as pleasant, and we were the proud citizens who could decide our fate and yours, because we knew what was 

good for you better than you knew yourselves, you know perfectly well that you wouldn't stand it for a single day, 

and you would be perfectly justified in rebelling against such intolerable conditions. 

 

Well, in Great Britain, we have tried persuasion, we have tried the plan of showing (by going upon public bodies, 

where they allowed us to do work they hadn't much time to do themselves) that we are capable people. We did it in 

the hope that we should convince them and persuade them to do the right and proper thing. But we had all our 

labour for our pains, and now we are fighting for our rights, and we are growing stronger and better women in the 

process. We are getting more fit to use our rights because we have such difficulty in getting them. 

 

People have said that women could never vote, never share in the government, because government rests upon 

force. We have proved that is not true. Government rests not upon force; government rests upon the consent of the 

governed; and the weakest woman, the very poorest woman, if she withholds her consent cannot be governed. 
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They sent me to prison, to penal servitude for three years. I came out of prison at the end of nine days. I broke my 

prison bars. Four times they took me back again; four times I burst the prison door open again. And I left England 

openly to come and visit America, with only three or four weeks of the three years' sentence of penal servitude 

served. Have we not proved, then, that they cannot govern human beings who withhold their consent? 

 

And so we are glad we have had the fighting experience, and we are glad to do all the fighting for all the women 

all over the world. All that we ask of you is to back us up. We ask you to show that although, perhaps, you may not 

mean to fight as we do, yet you understand the meaning of our fight; that you realise we are women fighting for a 

great idea; that we wish the betterment of the human race, and that we believe this betterment is coming through 

the emancipation and uplifting of women. 
 
Rudyard Kipling, The White Man's Burden, 1899 
This famous poem, written by Britain's imperial poet, was a response to the American takeover of the Phillipines after the Spanish-

American War.  
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 

Send forth the best ye breed-- 

Go bind your sons to exile 

To serve your captives' need; 

To wait in heavy harness, 

On fluttered folk and wild-- 

Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 

Half-devil and half-child. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

In patience to abide, 

To veil the threat of terror 

And check the show of pride; 

By open speech and simple, 

An hundred times made plain 

To seek another's profit, 

And work another's gain. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

The savage wars of peace-- 

Fill full the mouth of Famine 

And bid the sickness cease; 

And when your goal is nearest 

The end for others sought, 

Watch sloth and heathen Folly 

Bring all your hopes to nought. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

No tawdry rule of kings, 

But toil of serf and sweeper-- 

The tale of common things. 

The ports ye shall not enter, 

The roads ye shall not tread, 

Go mark them with your living, 

And mark them with your dead. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

And reap his old reward: 

The blame of those ye better, 

The hate of those ye guard-- 

The cry of hosts ye humour 

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:-- 

"Why brought he us from bondage, 

Our loved Egyptian night?" 

 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

Ye dare not stoop to less-- 

Nor call too loud on Freedom 

To cloke your weariness; 

By all ye cry or whisper, 

By all ye leave or do, 

The silent, sullen peoples 

Shall weigh your gods and you. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

Have done with childish days-- 

The lightly proferred laurel, 

The easy, ungrudged praise. 

Comes now, to search your 

manhood 

Through all the thankless years 

Cold, edged with dear-bought 

wisdom, 

The judgment of your peers!

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1913 NYC Armory Show in Images  
http://www.npr.org/2013/02/17/172002686/armory-show-that-shocked-america-in-1913-celebrates-100 
Controversial Avant Garde Art 

http://www.npr.org/2013/02/17/172002686/armory-show-that-shocked-america-in-1913-celebrates-100
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Satirical Cartoons 
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By-Laws of the Black Hand: Unification or Death 

 
I. Purpose and Name 
Article 1. For the purpose of realising the national ideals – 
the Unification of Serbdom - an organization is hereby 
created, whose members may be any Serbian irrespective 
of sex, religion, place or birth, as well as anybody else 
who will sincerely serve this idea. 
Article 2. The organisation gives priority to the 
revolutionary struggle rather than relies on cultural 
striving, therefore its institution is an absolutely secret 
one for wider circles. 
Article 4. In order to carry into effect its task the 
organization will do the following things: 
(1) Following the character of its raison d etre it will 
exercise its influence over all the official factors in Serbia - 
which is the Piemont of Serbdom - as also over all the 
strata of the State and over the entire social life in it: 
(2) It will carry out a revolutionary organisation in all the 
territories where Serbians are living: 
(3) Beyond the frontiers, it will fight with all means 
against all enemies of this idea: 
(4) It will maintain friendly relations with all the States, 
nations, organisations, and individual persons who 
sympathise with Serbia and the Serbian race: 
(5) It will give every assistance to those nations and 
organisations who are fighting for their own national 
liberation and unification. 
III. The Members of the Organisation 
Article 23. The following rule, as a principle, shall govern 
all the detailed transactions of the organisation: All 
communications and conversations to be conducted only 
through specially appointed and authorised persons. 
Article 24. It shall be the duty of every member to recruit 
new members, but it shall be understood that every 
introducing member shall vouch with his own life for all 
those whom he introduces into the organisation. 
Article 25. The members of the organisation as amongst 
themselves shall not be known to one another. Only the 
members of Directorates shall be known personally to 
one another. 
Article 26. In the organisation the members shall be 
registered and known by their respective numbers. But 
the Supreme Central Directorate must know them also by 
their respective names. 
Article 27. The members of the organisation must 
unconditionally obey all the commands given by their 
respective Directorates, as also all the Directorates must 
obey unconditionally the commands which they receive 
direct from their superior Directorate. 

Article 28. Every member shall be obliged to impart 
officially to the organisation whatever comes to his 
knowledge, either in his private life or in the discharge of 
his official duties, in as far as it may be of interest to the 
organisation. 
Article 29. The interest of the organisation shall stand 
above all other interests. 
Article 30. On entering into the organisation, every 
member must know that by joining the organisation he 
loses his own personality; he must not expect any glory 
for himself, nor any personal benefit, material or moral. 
Consequently the member who should dare to try to 
exploit the organisation for his personal, or class, or party 
interests shall be punished by death. 
Article 31. Whosoever has once entered into the 
organisation can never by any means leave it, nor shall 
anybody have the authority to accept the resignation of a 
member. 
Article 32. Every member shall support the organisation 
by his weekly contributions. The organisations, however, 
shall have the authority to procure money, if need be, by 
coercion. The permission to resort to 
these means may be given only by Supreme Central 
Directorate within the country, or by the regional 
Directorates within their respective region. 
Article 33. In administering capital punishment the sole 
responsibility of the Supreme Central Directorate shall be 
to see that such punishment 
is safely and unfailingly carried into effect without any 
regard for the ways and means to be employed in the 
execution. 
IV. The Seal and the Oath of Allegiance 
Article 34. The Organisation's official seal is thus 
composed: In the centre of the seal there is a powerful 
arm holding in its hand an unfurled flag on which - as a 
coat of arms - there is a skull with crossed bones; by the 
side of the flag, a knife, a bomb and a phial of 
poison. Around, in a circle, there is the following 
inscription, reading from left to right: "Unification or 
Death", and in the base: "The Supreme Central 
Directorate". 
Article 35. On entering into the organisation the joining 
member must pronounce the following oath of 
allegiance: 
"I (the Christian name and surname of the joining 
member), by entering into the organisation "Unification 
or Death", do hereby swear by the Sun which shineth 
upon me, by the Earth which feedeth me, by God, by the 

http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/File:BLK-HAND-1-.gif
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blood of my forefathers, by my honour and by my life, 
that from this moment onward and until my death, I shall 
faithfully serve the task of this organisation and that I 
shall at all times be prepared to bear forit any sacrifice. I 
further swear by God, by my honour and by my life, that I 
shall unconditionally carry into effect all its orders and 

commands. I further swear by my God, by my honour and 
by my life, that I shall keep within myself all the secrets of 
this organisation and carry them with me into my grave. 
May God and my comrades in this organization be my 
judges if at any time I should wittingly fail or break this 
oath!" 

 
The Greatness of War (1897) 
Heinrich von Treitschke 
Germany 
  
One must say with the greatest determination: War is for an afflicted people the only remedy. When the State exclaims: My 
very existence at stake! Then social self-seeking must disappear and all party hatred be silent. The individual must forget his 
own ego and feel himself a member of the whole, he must recognize how negligible is his life compared with the good of 
the whole. Therein lies the greatness of war that the little man completely vanishes before the great thought of the State. 
The sacrifice of nationalities for one another is nowhere invested with such beauty as in war. At such a time the corn is 
separated from the chaff. All who lived through 1870 will understand the saying of Niebuhr with regard to the year 1813, 
that he then experienced the “bliss of sharing with all his fellow citizens, with the scholar and the ignorant, the one 
common feeling—no man who enjoyed this experience will to his dying day forget how loving, friendly and strong he felt.” 
  
It is indeed political idealism that fosters war, whereas materialism rejects it. What a perversion of morality to want to 
banish heroism from human life. The heroes of a people are the personalities who fill the youthful souls with delight and 
enthusiasm, and amongst authors we as boys and youths admire most those whose words sound like a flourish of trumpets. 
He who cannot take pleasure therein, is too cowardly to take up arms himself for his fatherland. All appeal to Christianity in 
this matter is perverted. The Bible states expressly that the man in authority shall wield the sword; it states likewise that: 
“Greater love hath no man than this that he giveth his life for his friend.” Those who preach the nonsense about everlasting 
peace do not understand the life of the Aryan race, the Aryans are before all brave. They have always been men enough to 
protect by the sword what they had won by the intellect…. 
To the historian who lives in the realms of the Will, it is quite clear that the furtherance of an everlasting peace is 
fundamentally reactionary. He sees that to banish war from history would be to banish all progress and becoming. It is only 
the periods of exhaustion, weariness and mental stagnation that have dallied with the dream of everlasting peace. . . . The 
living God will see to it that war returns again and again as a terrible medicine for humanity. 

 
Siegfried Sassoon, Two Poems: “Attack” and “Dreamers”(1918) 
Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967) was a young poet who captured the searing experience of World War I in poetry. Sassoon's 
experience exemplified that of the soldier taken from the leisured existence led by the pre-war British upper class and 
transformed into a bitter, broken and disillusioned war veteran. After occupying himself principally with riding, cricket and 
fox-hunting, Sassoon, as did so many others, responded to the war with a shock that fundamentally shook loose all his 
beliefs. Sassoon employed a new, blunt, and more evocative (verging on expressionistic) language to convey the most 
ghastly military experience. No longer could poets set the soldier's heroic death on the field of battle to verse, so pervasive in 
western literature before the 20th century; World War I, with its trench warfare, mustard gas, and armies of rats, made a 
mockery of that notion. Ten million soldiers lost their lives in the First World War, so many of whom were junior officers in 
the flower of youth that they and their cohorts came to be known as the "Lost Generation." 
 
ATTACK 
At dawn the ridge emerges massed and dun 
In the wild purple of the glowering sun, 
Smouldering through spouts of drifting smoke that 
shroud 
The menacing scarred slope; and, one by one, 
Tanks creep and topple forward to the wire. 
The barrage roars and lifts. Then, clumsily bowed 

With bombs and guns and shovels and battle-gear, 
Men jostle and climb to meet the bristling fire. 
Lines of grey, muttering faces, masked with fear, 
They leave their trenches, going over the top, 
While time ticks blank and busy on their wrists, 
And hope, with furtive eyes and grappling fists, 
Flounders in mud. O Jesu, make it stop! 
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DREAMERS 
Soldiers are citizens of death’s grey land, 
Drawing no dividend from time’s to-morrows. 
In the great hour of destiny they stand, 
Each with his feuds, and jealousies, and sorrows. 
Soldiers are sword to action; they must win 
Some flaming, fatal climax with their lives. 
Soldiers are dreamers; when the guns begin 
They think of firelit homes, clean beds, and wives. 

I see them in foul dug-outs, gnawed by rats, 
And in the ruined trenches, lashed with rain, 
Dreaming of things they did with balls and bats, 
And mocked by hopeless longing to regain 
Bank-holidays, and picture shows, and spats, 
And going to the office in the train. 
From: Sassoon, Siegfried. Counter-attack and Other Poems. New York: 
E.P. Dutton, 1918. "Attack," "Dreamers." 

John McCrae (1872-1918):  
In Flanders Fields  
McCrae was a Canadian physician. He fought at the Western Front in 1914, but was later moved to the medical corps and 
assigned to a hospital in France. He died of pneumonia while on active duty in 1918. His "In Flanders Fields"  is probably the 
single best-known and popular poem from the war, published in 1919. 
 
In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

 
Treaty of Versailles, June 28, 1919, excerpts 
After the conflagration that was World War I, the leaders of the victorious powers met in Versailles, France to - as heralded 
by American president and Versailles delegate Woodrow Wilson - establish a new world order. One of the principal 
questions they faced was to what extent to punish defeated Germany. That the German war effort collapsed so suddenly, 
with the German High Command suing for peace while its armies still occupied foreign lands (Germany itself was never 
invaded), proved fertile soil for what became known as the "stab-in-the-back legend," which purported that Germany's 
armies were not vanquished on the battlefield but rather were "stabbed in the back" by subversive forces (i.e., Leftists, Jews, 
pacifists) at home. 
The Versailles Treaty (1919) governed the terms of the peace. Besides requiring Germany to give up more than 13% of its 
pre-war territory, limiting the German army to 100,000 men, and requiring Berlin to pay reparations that were to continue 
through 1984, the Versailles Treaty included the infamous "war guilt clause" (Article 231) which explicitly blamed the war on 
German aggression. This clause dealt a crushing psychological blow to the nascent democracy being established by the 
Weimar Republic and later served as a rallying point for the Nazis who sought to attract not only discontented nationalists 
to their cause but also disillusioned moderates. As a result of the Versailles settlement, political moderates did not give their 
whole-hearted support to the Weimar Republic, thus contributing to the ease with which it was abolished by the Nazis in 
1933. In the end, the Versailles Treaty was neither so harsh as to destroy German might nor so lenient as to avoid 
embittering its people; therein lay its failure. 
 
Part VIII: Reparation 
Article 231 
The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and 
Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her 
allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the 
Allied and Associated Governments and their nationals 
have been subjected as a consequence of the war 
imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany and 
her allies. 
 

Article 232 
The Allied and Associated Governments recognise that 
the resources of Germany are not adequate, after taking 
into account permanent diminutions of such resources 
which will result from other provisions of the present 
Treaty, to make complete reparation for all such loss and 
damage. 
The Allied and Associated Governments, however, 
require, and Germany undertakes, that she will make 
compensation for all damage done to the civilian 
population of the Allied and Associated Powers and to 
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their property during the period of the belligerency of 
each as an Allied or Associated Power against Germany 
by such aggression by land, by sea and from the air, and 
in general all damage as defined in Annex l hereto. 
In accordance with Germany's pledges, already given, as 
to complete restoration for Belgium, Germany 
undertakes, in addition to the compensation for damage 
elsewhere in this Part provided for, as a consequence of 
the violation of the Treaty of 1839, to make 
reimbursement of all sums which Belgium has borrowed 
from the Allied and Associated Governments up to 
November 11, 1918, together with interest at the rate of 
five per cent (5%) per annum on such sums. This amount 
shall be determined by the Reparation Commission, and 
the German Government undertakes  
 
thereupon forthwith to make a special issue of bearer 
bonds to an equivalent amount payable in marks gold, on 
May 1, 1926, or, at the option of the German 
Government, on the 1st of May in any year up to 1926. 
Subject to the foregoing, the form of such bonds shall be 
determined by the Reparation Commission. Such bonds 
shall be handed over to the Reparation Commission, 
which has authority to take and acknowledge receipt 
thereof on behalf of Belgium. 
 
Article 233 
The amount of the above damage for which 
compensation is to be made by Germany shall be 
determined by an Inter-Allied Commission, to be called 
the Reparation Commission and constituted in the form 
and with the powers set forth hereunder and in Annexes 
II to VII inclusive hereto. 
This Commission shall consider the claims and give to the 
German Government a just opportunity to be heard. 
The findings of the Commission as to the amount of 
damage defined as above shall be concluded and notified 
to the German Government on or before May 1, 1921, as 
representing the extent of that Government's obligations. 
The Commission shall concurrently draw up a schedule of 
payments prescribing the time and manner for securing 
and discharging the entire obligation within a period of 
thirty years from May 1, 1921. If, however, within the 
period mentioned, Germany fails to discharge her 
obligations, any balance remaining unpaid may, within 
the discretion of the Commission, be postponed for 
settlement in subsequent years, or may be handled 
otherwise in such manner as the Allied and Associated 
Governments, acting in accordance with the procedure 
laid down in this Part of the present Treaty, shall 
determine. 
 
Article 234 

The Reparation Commission shall after May 1 , 1921, 
from time to time, consider the resources and capacity of 
Germany, and, after giving her representatives a just 
opportunity to be heard, shall have discretion to extend 
the date, and to modify the form of payments, such as 
are to be provided for in accordance with Article 233; but 
not to cancel any part, except with the specific authority 
of the several Governments represented upon the 
Commission. 
 
Article 235 
In order to enable the Allied and Associated Powers to 
proceed at once to the restoration of their industrial and 
economic life, pending the full determination of their 
claims, Germany shall pay in such installments and in 
such manner (whether in gold, commodities, ships, 
securities or otherwise) as the Reparation Commission 
may fix, during 1919, 1920 and the first four months Of 
1921 , the equivalent of 20,000,000,000 gold marks. Out 
of this sum the expenses of the armies of occupation 
subsequent to the Armistice of November 11, 1918, shall 
first be met, and such supplies of food and raw materials 
as may be judged by the Governments of the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers to be essential to enable 
Germany to meet her obligations for reparation may also, 
with the approval of the said Governments, be paid for 
out of the above sum. The balance shall be reckoned 
towards liquidation of the amounts due for reparation. 
Germany shall further deposit bonds as prescribed in 
paragraph 12 (c) Of Annex II hereto. 
 
Article 236 
Germany further agrees to the direct application of her 
economic resources to reparation as specified in 
Annexes, III, IV, V, and VI, relating respectively to 
merchant shipping, to physical restoration, to coal and 
derivatives of coal, and to dyestuffs and other chemical 
products; provided always that the value of the property 
transferred and any services rendered by her under these 
Annexes, assessed in the manner therein prescribed shall 
be credited to her towards liquidation of her obligations 
under the above Articles. 
 
ANNEX I 
Compensation may be claimed from Germany under 
Article 232 above in respect of the total damage under 
the following categories: 
(1) Damage to injured persons and to surviving 
dependents by personal injury to or death of civilians 
caused by acts of war, including bombardments or other 
attacks on land, on sea, or from the air, and all the direct 
consequences thereof, and of all operations of war by the 
two groups of belligerents wherever arising. 
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(2) Damage caused by Germany or her allies to civilian 
victims of acts of cruelty, violence or maltreatment 
(including injuries to life or health as a consequence of 
imprisonment, deportation, internment or evacuation, of 
exposure at sea or of being forced to labour), wherever 
arising, and to the surviving dependents of such victims. 
(3) Damage caused by Germany or her allies in their own 
territory or in occupied or invaded territory to civilian 
victims of all acts injurious to health or capacity to work, 
or to honour, as well as to the surviving dependents of 
such victims. 
(4) Damage caused by any kind of maltreatment of 
prisoners of war. 
(5) As damage caused to the peoples of the Allied and 
Associated Powers, all pensions and compensation in the 
nature of pensions to naval and military victims of war 
(including members of the air force), whether mutilated, 
wounded, sick or invalided, and to the dependents of 
such victims, the amount due to the Allied and Associated 
Governments being calculated for each of them as being 
the capitalised cost of such pensions and compensation 
at the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty 
on the basis of the scales in force in France at such date. 
(6) The cost of assistance by the Government of the Allied 
and Associated Powers to prisoners of war and to their 
families and dependents. 

(7) Allowances by the Governments of the Allied and 
Associated Powers to the families and dependents of 
mobilised persons or persons serving with the forces, the 
amount due to them for each calendar year in which 
hostilities occurred being calculated for each Government 
on the basis of the average scale for such payments in 
force in France during that year. 
(8) Damage caused to civilians by being forced by 
Germany or her allies to labour without just 
remuneration. 
(9) Damage in respect of all property wherever situated 
belonging to any of the Allied or Associated States or 
their nationals, with the exception of naval and military 
works or materials, which has been carried off, seized, 
injured or destroyed by the acts of Germany or her allies 
on land, on sea or from the air, or damage directly in 
consequence of hostilities or of any operations of war. 
(10) Damage in the form of levies, fines and other similar 
exactions imposed by Germany or her allies upon the 
civilian population. 
 
From: Treaty of Versailles. The Treaties of 1919-1923. 
New York: Carnegie Endowment for Peace, 1924. 
 

 
Trotsky, Preface to the published “Secret Treaties” between “Democratic Nations” revealing imperialist/capitalist 
ambitions 
 
“Secret diplomacy is a necessary weapon in the hands of a propertied minority, which is compelled to deceive the majority 
in order to make the latter obey its interests. Imperialism, with its world-wide plans of annexation, and its rapacious 
alliances and arrangements, has developed to the highest extent the system of secret diplomacy. The struggle against 
Imperialism, which has ruined and drained of their blood the peoples of Europe, means at the same time the struggle 
against capitalist diplomacy, which has good reason to fear the light of day. The Russian people, as well as the peoples of 
Europe and of the whole world, must know the documentary truth about those plots which were hatched in secret by 
financiers and industrialists, together with their Parliamentary and diplomatic agents. The peoples of Europe have earned 
the right to know the truth about these things, owing to their innumerable sacrifices and the universal economic ruin. 
 
“To abolish secret diplomacy is the first condition of an honourable, popular, and really democratic foreign policy. The 
Soviet Government makes the introduction of such a policy its object. For this reason, while openly offering to all the 
belligerent peoples and their Governments an immediate armistice, we publish simultaneously those treaties and 
agreements which have lost all their obligatory force for the Russian workmen, soldiers, and peasants, who have taken the 
Government into their hands…. 
 
“Bourgeois politicians and journalists of Germany and Austria-Hungary may endeavour to profit by the published 
documents in order to represent in a favourable light the diplomacy of the Central Empires. But every effort in this direction 
would be doomed to failure for two reasons. In the first place we intend shortly to put before the public secret documents 
which will show up clearly the diplomacy of the Central Empires. In the second place-and this is the chief point-the methods 
of secret diplomacy are just as international as Imperialist rapacity. When the German proletariat by revolutionary means 
gets access to the secrets of its Government chancelleries, it will produce from them documents of just the same nature as 
those which we are now publishing. It is to be hoped that this will happen as soon as possible. 
 



AP EUROPEAN HISTORY/SPENCER  ASSIGNMENT SHEET – UNIT 12 
“The Government of workmen and peasants abolishes secret diplomacy, with its intrigues, figures, and lies. We have 
nothing to conceal. Our programme formulates the passionate wishes of millions of workmen, soldiers, and peasants. We 
desire a speedy peace, so that the peoples may honourably live and work together. We desire a speedy deposition of the 
supremacy of capital. In revealing before the whole world the work of the governing classes as it is expressed in the secret 
documents of diplomacy, we turn to the workers with that appeal which will always form the basis of our foreign policy: 
‘Proletariats of all countries, unite!’ 
 
“L. TROTSKI, People’s Commissioner for Foreign Affairs.” 
 
Lenin, April Theses, 1917 quotes 
 
In our attitude towards the war, which under the new government of Lvov and Co. unquestionably remains on Russia’s part 
a predatory imperialist war owing to the capitalist nature of that government, not the slightest concession to “revolutionary 
defencism” is permissible. 
  
In view of the undoubted honesty of those broad sections of the mass believers in revolutionary defencism who accept the 
war only as a necessity, and not as a means of conquest, in view of the fact that they are being deceived by the bourgeoisie, 
it is necessary with particular thoroughness, persistence and patience to explain their error to them, and to prove that 
without overthrowing capital it is impossible to end the war by a truly democratic peace. 
 
The masses must be made to see that the Sovietsof Workers’ Deputies are the only possible form of revolutionary 
government. 
 
Abolition of the police, the army and the bureaucracy. The salaries of all officials, all of whom are elective and displaceable 
at any time, not to exceed the average wage of a competent worker. 
 
It is not our immediate task to “introduce” socialism, but only to bring social production and the distribution of products at 
once under the control of the Soviets of Workers’ Deputies. 
 
It is, of course, much easier to shout, abuse, and howl than to attempt to relate, to explain. 
 
WWI Propaganda Posters (UK, Russia, Germany) 
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If World War One Were A Bar Fight (from http://www.tentimesone.com/if-world-war-one-was-a-bar-

fight/) 

 

 Germany, Austria and Italy are standing together in the 

middle of a pub when Serbia bumps into Austria and spills 
Austria’s pint. 
 

 Austria demands Serbia buy it a whole new suit because of 
the new beer stains on its trouser leg. 
 

 Germany expresses its support for Austria’s point of view. 
 

 Britain recommends that everyone calm down a bit. 
 

 Serbia points out that it can’t afford a whole suit, but offers 
to pay for the cleaning of Austria’s trousers. 
 

 Russia and Serbia look at Austria. 
 

 Austria asks Serbia who it’s looking at. 
 

 Russia suggests that Austria should leave its little brother 
alone. 
 

 Austria inquires as to whose army will assist Russia in 
doing so. 
 

 Germany appeals to Britain that France has been looking at 
it, and that its sufficiently out of order that Britain not 
intervene. 
 

 Britain replies that France can look at who it wants to, that 
Britain is looking at Germany too, and what is Germany 
going to do about it? 
 

 Germany tells Russia to stop looking at Austria, or 
Germany will render Russia incapable of such action 
anymore. 
 

 Britain and France ask Germany whether it’s looking at 
Belgium. 
 

 Turkey and Germany go off into a corner and whisper. 
When they come back, Turkey makes a show of not looking 
at anyone. 

 Germany rolls up its sleeves, looks at France, and punches 

Belgium. 
 

 France and Britain punch Germany. Austria punches 
Russia. Germany punches Britain and  

 France with one hand and Russia with the other. 
 

 Russia throws a punch at Germany, but misses and nearly 
falls over. Japan calls over from the other side of the room 
that it’s on Britain’s side, but stays there. Italy surprises 
everyone by punching Austria. 
 

 Australia punches Turkey, and gets punched back. There 
are no hard feelings because Britain made Australia do it. 
 

 France gets thrown through a plate glass window, but gets 
back up and carries on fighting. Russia gets thrown 
through another one, gets knocked out, suffers brain 
damage, and wakes up with a complete personality 
change. 
 

 Italy throws a punch at Austria and misses, but Austria 
falls over anyway. Italy raises both fists in the air and runs 
round the room chanting. 
 

 America waits till Germany is about to fall over from 
sustained punching from Britain and France, then walks 
over and smashes it with a barstool, then pretends it won 
the fight all by itself. 
 

 By now all the chairs are broken and the big mirror over 
the bar is shattered. Britain, France and America agree 
that Germany threw the first punch, so the whole thing is 
Germany’s fault . While Germany is still unconscious, they 
go through its pockets, steal its wallet, and buy drinks for 
all their friends. 

 
 
The End…. (or is it?) 

 


